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Ingrid Lewis-Martin, Chief Advisor to the Mayor: | love you. My nephew's in the
audience yelling, Auntie. Good evening. No, come on now. Good evening.

It's indeed an honor for me to be here once again — hey, Joe — as we celebrate Black
History Month in Gracie Mansion. Actually, this is the first time I've been able to actually
come to one of our Black History Month celebrations. All of the other times | had to
deviate because there was something that needed my attention. So, | am especially
honored and privileged to be here this evening.

You know, | don't have to go into chapter and verse. | see all my people in the audience,
my uncle Willie, my sisters in the back, this is family. These are all family ordained by
God, so understand that.

The commissioner, Laurie Combo, already explained to you our broad agenda, and she
shared with you the mayor's commitment to people of color, people of the African
diaspora. But it's not just us, he's a mayor for all people. If you come to this great edifice
— our edifice, our building — you will find that we host these types of celebrations for
individuals who had never before stepped into these doors.

So, because of you and others, we are able to open up this beautiful building to so
many who would never have the opportunity. But it gives us special privilege when we
open it up on Black History Month. | believe that Black History Month is every single
month of the year because we have contributed to the entire world. Not just America,
the entire world.

If you know our history, you know all of the great things that we as Blacks have done
through our African ancestry. And tonight, because of our leadership, we will get to
celebrate just a few.



Before | introduce our mayor, | want to ask someone to come on the stage with me,
because you need to know her and you need to see her. Come on out, Sister. This is
our first deputy commissioner. You want to introduce yourself?

First Deputy Commissioner Tania Kinsella, Police Department: Good evening,
family. I'm Tania Kinsella. I'm the first [Black] deputy commissioner in the NYPD.

Oh, yes, queen!

| am the first African American female to hold this position, so, when you see me, you
see yourself. | represent you. God bless you all, and I'm very grateful for our mayor for
taking a chance on me and | promise | will do all people well. God bless.

Lewis-Martin: So, without any further ado, without any further delay, | know | am not
introducing our 110th mayor of the City of New York to you, but | am presenting to you
the gentlemen that you all had enough sense to elect to be the 110th mayor of the City
of New York, Eric L. Adams.

Mayor Eric Adams: You know, there's a couple of history makers here. | know she
spoke earlier, but our amazing Bronx borough president, Vanessa Gibson, first African
American to be the president of the borough of the Bronx.

But you have been carried. | did not become mayor because of one set of footprints in
the sand. | became mayor because there has been this natural human relay that folks
have carried me throughout those particular times. | don't care if it was when | needed
to call from sister Jackie Rowe-Adams, you know, and just saying that, you know, sister,
| need to be carried this time.

It all goes together. It all goes together. And so being conscious of those moments is so
important because if you are conscious when you are being carried, then you will retool
yourself when you have to reach out to know when you need to be carried, you will
know the tools that are needed to carry you where you need to go. That's why we are
lifting up our artists.



And | thank you so much for coming here tonight during Black History Month and as we
see the intersectionality of moving into March, which is Women History Month. Let's
continue to embrace all that is good about us.

Nona Hendryx: Hey, sister, go, sister soul, sister, go sister. Hey, sister, go, sister soul,
sister. Whoo!

| have to recognize... Thank you so much, Mayor Adams. Thank you for being our
mayor. Thank you for all that you've done. And | admire you and | appreciate you very
much. | have to also say thank you to my sisters, Patti LaBelle and Sarah Dash;
otherwise, | wouldn't be here. The many years at the Apollo in this city, from Daddy
Grace to Gracie Mansion, | should say.

Mayor Adams: Love my brother Otto. Born in 1930 in Lake City, South Carolina. Otto's
family relocated to Brooklyn during his childhood. He studied commercial art at George
Westinghouse Vocational High School. In '95, the Prospect Park Alliance and writer,
Ezra Jack Keats commissioned Otto to create a bronze sculpture, Peter and Willie,
based on Keith's work for which Otto earned the New York City Arts Commission Award
for Excellence in Design.

His work has been exhibited at the Columbia Museum of Art, the Ghana National
Museum, the Library of Congress, and the collection of the late Congressional
Representative John Lewis, the late actor, singer and activist, Harry Belafonte, and talk
show host and television producer, Oprah Winfrey. He is bad, folks. Trust me, he's bad.

Otto Neals: | want to thank all of you for being here. But most of all, | want to thank that
force, the creator that allowed me to do the things that | do. And there's so many people
behind me that | have to thank. Mr. Mayor; and again, all of you here, thank you again.

Mayor Adams: Dr. Edwards, we have a destiny with a museum. This brother has an
unbelievable art collection of African art. We met years ago when he displayed it. The
power of the arts crosses cultures and borders, uniting people of all backgrounds and
fostering strong ties throughout our global community. New Yorkers understand that art



is a crucial tool that provides a voice for marginalized groups and ideas, connecting
people from all walks of life.

For more than five decades, Dr. Edwards has worked to collect rare African artifacts,
many older than 4,000 years, for The Culture Museum of African Art, now one of the
largest collections of African art on the globe. This museum brings joy and greater
understanding of African culture to countless visitors. This is an amazing, amazing
collection. Thank you so much, Brother. Congratulations to you.

Dr. Eric Edwards, Executive Director, The Cultural Museum of African Art: As the
mayor has so elegantly stated — but | feel | must repeat his articulate words — is that
we are making history in what's happening today, and all of you are part of it. Today at
the African Burial Grounds it was announced the Educational Equity Action Plan, which
is also known as the first Black studies educational plan for over 1 million New York City
school students pre-K to 12, which this mayor, is going to be part of his legacy — and
rightfully so — and what will be the standard for the rest of the nation to follow.

So, it will give credence to all of us and our ancestors and our children is their legacy
and their contributions to man and woman kind, encased in concrete, their contribution
to development of this country and the rest of the world.

And that will raise our children to the status and the place that they should have always
been - to know that they are somebody, they've done more than something, and they've
contributed to the greatness of what's to come.

Lewis-Martin: So, tonight was really important for our organization. All of the honorees,
every single one of them has done stellar, stellar work in their own capacity. But there
are two that | asked the mayor to give me the privilege and the honor of talking about,
because we know them on a personal level and we know the work that they've done in
our communities.

They're both from Brooklyn. Eric Edwards, please come forward, and Mr. Otto Neals,
please, come. And they still reside in Brooklyn. They don't have to live in Brooklyn, but
they still live in Brooklyn.



Mr. Neals' work graces Medgar Evers College, Kings County Hospital. Did you do a
display in the Brooklyn Museum yet?

Neals: I've shown at the Brooklyn Museum three times.

Lewis-Martin: He's shown at the Brooklyn Museum three times. He is living history.
And he is the type of individual that you can pick the phone up and have a conversation
with. He hasn't forgotten his roots.

Eric Edwards has a beautiful space in restoration. And he has been struggling for years.
He has gone to the African diaspora so many times and has brought back so many
beautiful historical artifacts. He has filled our young people with so much information, a
wealth of knowledge.

And he does it from Brooklyn. And the mayor gave me the privilege and the honor to let
you know that we understand your plight, and we want you to be able to do what you do
for everyone, not just for African Americans, because our history is world history. We
agree? Our history is world history.

The mayor is granting you $5 million in capital. This brother was struggling, struggling to
get cameras. This brother was struggling to get cameras as capital. This brother was
struggling to get cameras, $25,000 he needed for cameras. This brother was struggling
for infrastructure needs. And you know, we believe in God, so you can talk about me or
you want to, but we believe in God.

And | went back to the mayor and | said to the mayor, | said, you know for years we've
been trying to help Eric Edwards, Mr. Edwards, and we want to find him a space. | told
the commissioner. We think we identified a space, but we don't know, we're going to
work on it. But we know we've identified $5 million in capital that we can bequeath
to you. So, we thank you both. Thank you.

Mayor Adams: Thank you. Thank you. Enjoy the rest of the evening, folks. Happy,
Happy, Happy Black History Month.
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